
 

Contributing to the V&A Online Journal  
 
The V&A online Journal publishes recent research undertaken in connection with the V&A – its 
collections, public programme and history. Our writers are V&A staff, colleagues involved in V&A 
projects and external contributors writing about V&A activities. Our audience comprises everyone 
interested in research at the Museum, whether academics, museum professionals or the public. 
 
Strands 
The journal will incorporate a range of different types of article: 
 

1. Articles on the history of art, architecture and design, relating to the V&A’s collections or 
institutional history (word length: 5,000-7,000) 

2. Features focusing on individual objects, including new acquisitions and objects linked to 
future exhibitions (word length: 2,000-3,000) 

3. Debates on policy issues relating to the V&A’s activities and its links with education or the 
creative industries (word length: 2,000-3,000) 

4.  Excerpts from doctoral research completed on the V&A/RCA and AHRC CDA postgraduate 
programmes, and from recent V&A publications (word length: 2,000-3,000) 

5. Reviews and previews of V&A books, gallery developments and exhibitions (word length: 
1,000-2,000) 

 
The material published in the Journal is not necessarily endorsed by the Museum. Any article 
submitted for publication will be peer reviewed by a panel who will look at quality and relevance to 
the Museum. All articles should be original, but if previously published, please give us details. 

Please note that it is the responsibility of the author to ensure that their article conforms to house 
style (see Style Guidelines).  

Presenting texts for publication 
 
Articles should be written in English, single-spaced throughout, presented in 12 point (including 
headings, endnotes and captions), and submitted as Word attachments to: 
vandajournal@vam.ac.uk 
 
Please include: 

• Title and Author's name  
• Abstract (50-60 words) 
• List of key words (for Google searching purposes) 
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• Text 
• Endnotes (not footnotes) (Add the heading ‘Notes’ in endnote area below line) 
• Acknowledgements  
• Captions: the exact wording to be used with any illustrations, including copyright credit 

line.   
• A disc of images, saved as jpegs. Please note the resolution should be minimum 300 dpi at 

A5 size. For V&A images please include VADAR image references as well as museum 
number.  

• Copies of any completed copyright licence agreements and relevant correspondence for the 
images you wish to include. 

 
Copyright 
 
 Please note that the information, text and images included in the V&A Journal are protected by the 
Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988, as amended in 2003. With the exception of fair dealing for 
the purpose of research or private study, criticism or review, where the appropriate 
acknowledgement must be given, no part of the contents of V&A Journal may be reproduced, 
stored or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior permission in writing from the 
copyright holder. 
  
Copyright of articles written by V&A staff in work time is vested in the V&A, but this is usually 
waived if authors wish to publish the material elsewhere. External authors retain copyright of their 
work. In both cases, authors are free to republish the material elsewhere providing 
acknowledgement to the V&A journal is made (image copyright restrictions may apply. For further 
use of V&A images please contact V&A’s Academic Image Rights Manager Roxanne Peters 
(r.peters@vama.cuk). 
  
Copyright of images you may wish to include 
Please note that a range of copyrights may apply: 

• the artist, or his/her heirs for up to seventy years after the artist's death. 
• the owner of the work while the work remains in copyright. 
• the photographer of the image. 

 
Permission to reproduce any of the images by artists represented by DACS, The Bridgeman Art 
Library and other rights holders must be obtained from them before any copies are made. DACS is 
also able to provide contacts for rights clearance in territories other than the UK.  
 
The website WATCH file http://tyler.hrc.utexas.edu/ is a useful tool for finding the copyright 
holders for the works of specific artists and designers. 
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For more information about artists represented by DACS and the Bridgeman Art Library please 
contact: 
 
DACS 
33 Great Sutton Street 
London 
EC1V 0DX 
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7336 8811 
Fax: +44 (0) 20 7336 8822 
E-mail: info@dacs.org.uk 
 
The Bridgeman Art Library 
17-19 Garway Road 
London 
W2 4PH 
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7727 4065 
Fax: +44 (0) 20 7792 8509 
Contact: Elizabeth Lubienska 
 
As a contributor, you can seek guidance on copyright from Roxanne Peters (r.peters@vama.cuk). 
Please secure the necessary written/emailed permissions. 
  
When contacting copyright holders verbally or in writing, it is helpful to emphasise that the V&A 
Journal  is a non-commercial educational resource that is freely available to all on the V&A website. 
We will archive past issues online. You should explain the need for the illustration and should ask if 
the copyright holder would be willing to sign a licence agreement, ideally for indefinite use and 
with no fee. Some copyright owners will charge a fee. In such cases you will need to discuss the 
costs with the Editor in order to ensure that the sums in question are affordable.  
  
Copies of all correspondence and the permissions themselves should be given to the Journal editor 
on submission of the final version of the article. 
 
 

 3

mailto:info@dacs.org.uk
mailto:r.peters@vama.cuk

	Presenting texts for publication
	Copyright

