PRINTS BY PAUL NASH, LUCIAN FREUD AND ANYA GALLACCIO ON SHOW IN THE NEW JULIE AND ROBERT BRECKMAN PRINTS AND DRAWINGS GALLERY  

OPENING 2 MARCH 2005

The inaugural display in the Julie and Robert Breckman Prints and Drawings Gallery, will be ‘The Spirit of Place: Landscape in British Printmaking’.  A feeling for the beauty – or the quirkiness – of the landscape occupies a central position in the British consciousness. As a result, the depiction of landscape in drawings, paintings and prints has flourished over the last hundred years as an independent, expressive and popular genre. Opening on 2 March, ‘The Spirit of Place: Landscape in British Printmaking’ will run until 30 November 2005.

The new gallery, to be opened by HRH Princess Alexandra, was made possible by a generous gift from Julie and Robert Breckman.  The gallery includes recent acquisitions made with the support of the Julie and Robert Breckman Print Fund and shown here for the first time.

The prints, all of which have been made over the last 100 years,  range from early 20th century works by Paul Nash, C. R. W. Nevinson and F. L. Griggs to contemporary prints by Lucian Freud, Julian Opie and Anya Gallaccio.   Other artists on show include: Graham Sutherland, Paul Drury, Ben Nicholson and Ian Hamilton Finlay.

The Julie and Robert Breckman Prints and Drawings Gallery has been designed by Dinah Casson of Casson Mann.  For the gallery, Dinah has specially designed a bench which is dedicated to the memory of Julie.

The display has been timed to coincide with Corners of Paradise in the adjacent Watercolour gallery, a survey of work from the 1820s by Samuel Palmer and his circle. Together, they mark British artists’ intense response to Nature and the continuity of the British landscape tradition.

The Julie and Robert Breckman Prints and Drawings Gallery is part of the V&A’s ten year plan to transform the Museum with outstanding new galleries and displays. 

