WHAT’S ON AT THE V&A IN

JUNE 2005

TOUCH ME: DESIGN AND SENSATION

CONTEMPORARY SPACE
16 JUNE - 29 AUGUST 2005

A V&A and Wellcome Trust Exhibition
This June the V&A, in collaboration with the Wellcome Trust, opens a uniquely touchable contemporary design exhibition, Touch Me, which explores the pleasures and sensations of touch, looking at the designed world around us now and what the future holds.

What would it be like to squeeze a doorbell rather than press it? Or stroke the TV to turn it on? Would people rather kiss when they meet or shake hands? From site specific art and design commissions to games, live science experiments and a garden of the senses, Touch Me is both fun and thought- provoking as it looks at contemporary design products and installations that relate to our sense of touch.
The first section displays around 90 designs in a series of roomsets including a living room, bedroom, kitchen, dining room, office and garden shed. In the kitchen are Julia Leihener’s Thups, drinking glasses which rest on the thumb for the new ‘thumb’ generation of texters and computer gamers; BlackBerry mobiles are in the office; Yoshi Saito’s Hug chair is in the living room, a contemporary take on the traditional kissing seat which encourages people to hug each other when they sit down, and pleasurable sensations are in the bedroom – from silks to jewellery.    
An interactive garden of the senses fills the second section of the exhibition where visitors can play games, take part in live science experiments and engage all their senses in an immersive sensory room. Visitors will be able to challenge each other to a game of ‘chicken’ on the Painstation, play table tennis  with a difference on MIT Medialab’s PingPongPlus or take part in a human-scale ‘PacMan’ game using Spacehoppers.

Tickets: Full £5, Senior Citizens, full time students and 12-17 year olds £4.

INTERNATIONAL ARTS & CRAFTS 

17 MARCH - 24 JULY 2005

Sponsored by Heal’s

On display are more than 300 of the best Arts and Crafts objects from simple folk craft to sophisticated objects made for wealthy patrons. Among the highlights are four specially created room sets emphasising the importance of the Arts and Crafts home and interior. There are two British sets (one urban and one rural), one American ‘Craftsman’ room and one Japanese ‘model room’ dating from 1928, recreated through recently rediscovered objects.

Arts & Crafts objects on display include textiles, stained glass, furniture, ceramics, metalwork, jewellery, books, architecture, photography, paintings and sculpture, by influential designers such as Voysey, Mackintosh, Ashbee, Morris, Baillie Scott and De Morgan.

Arts and Crafts was both a movement and a style, a reaction to the Industrial Revolution and its machine dominated production. Led by John Ruskin and William Morris, the movement promoted the ideals of craftsmanship, individualism, and the integration of art into every day life.  The movement challenged the hierarchy of the arts to raise the status of craftsmen. It also advocated social reform through improved workshop conditions, a return to workshop production and a simpler way of life.  

Admission £10 concessions available. To book call 0870 906 3883 or visit www.vam.ac.uk
STYLE AND SPLENDOUR 

QUEEN MAUD OF NORWAY’S WARDROBE 1896-1938

FASHION GALLERY, 40

2 FEBRUARY – 8 JANUARY 2006

Sponsored by Statoil
In February 2005 the V&A  opened a display of the spectacular wardrobe of Queen Maud, the British Princess who became Queen Consort of the newly independent Norway in 1905.  Daughter of Edward VII and Queen Alexandra, Maud was renowned for her fashionable style. Her clothes document an extraordinary era of fashion history, from the decorative but elaborate dress of the Victorian era to the streamlined chic of the 1930s. Her wardrobe comprised royal robes, sporting wear and accessories.  This display includes some 50 outfits ranging from her wedding trousseau of 1896 to the latest Worth designs purchased just months before her death in 1938.
Style and Splendour  coincides with the centennial celebrations of Norway’s emergence as an independent nation in 1905, following the peaceful dissolution of the union between Norway and Sweden.

Entrance is FREE

*** NEW ***

ARCHITECTURE WEEK AT THE V&A
AJ CORUS 40 Under 40

GALLERY 50
21 JUNE – 29 AUGUST 2005 
40 of the UK’s best architects under the age of 40 will have a display of their work in the form of architectural drawings, photographs, sketches and models at the V&A this summer. Architects such as David Adjaye, F.A.T. and Block Architecture will be included in a display that will encompass large scale public buildings, small rural dwellings, redefined terraced housing, bridges and interiors.
FREE ADMISSION

THE RIBA STIRLING PRIZE: A CELEBRATION OF BRITISH ARCHITECTURE

ARCHITECTURE GALLERY

22 June - 16 October 2005

The Stirling Prize is the RIBA's award for building of the year. To celebrate its 10th anniversary this display will examine the nine previous winning designs through a mixture of models, drawings, photographs and film. Previous winners include 30 St Mary Axe, Gateshead Millennium Bridge and the NatWest Media Centre at Lord’s Cricket Ground. 
FREE ADMISSION

*** LAST CHANCE TO SEE ***

ABBAS KIAROSTAMI:FOREST WITHOUT LEAVES

ROOM 50

3 MAY– 5 JUNE 2005
Created especially for the V&A as part of the festival celebrating the work of the Iranian artist and filmmaker Abbas Kiarostami, the installation will show a three dimensional forest of trees. Huge hollow tubes will be completely covered by life size photographs of tree bark. The installation is part of long term investigation by Kiarostami into the ways that we see our surroundings. He believes that we have become accustomed to look at nature with care only once it has been framed and placed in a museum environment.
See also events and screenings throughout June at www.vam.ac.uk .

FREE ADMISSION

ABBAS KIAROSTAMI:PHOTOGRAPHS OF TREES AND SNOW

PHOTOGRAPHY, ROOM 38A

14 APRIL– 19 JUNE 2005

The first UK photography display by renowned Iranian artist and filmaker Abbas Kiarostami. This display of beautiful landscape photography is part of a programme of Kiarostami events taking place at the V&A in partnership with the Iran Heritage Foundation.
‘CORNERS OF PARADISE’: WILLIAM BLAKE, SAMUEL PALMER AND ‘THE ANCIENTS’
PAINTINGS, ROOM 88A

MARCH – SEPTEMBER 2005  

Marking the bi-centenary of the birth of Samuel Palmer, this display shows prints, drawings and watercolours by him, Edward Calvert and other members of ‘the Ancients’, the circle of young artistic disciples of William Blake.

EVENTS
FRIDAY LATE VIEW

TOUCH THIS!
24 JUNE 2005, 18.30 – 22.00
In conjunction with the Touch Me exhibition, Touch This! Friday Late will be an evening of sensational delights including massages, magic and interactive fun.  Games, drop in workshops and surgeries throughout the night will provide a truly touching experience.   The Friday Late bars will be serving treats of a sensory nature to sample and savour. 

Entry – FREE

ARCHITECTURE AND….WHAT WE LIKE 

LECTURE THEATRE

25 June 15:00 - 16:30pm

From journalists and television presenters to competitions and professional talking heads, our views on architecture are constantly being constructed for us. But what makes a good building, who decides and is it really what we like?  Ricky Burdett, broadcaster and academic, chairs the debate.
Tickets £8.50 concessions £5.50 & £3.50
STYLE LOUNGE

SPECTACLE STYLE LOUNGE 

V&A MUSEUM OF PERFORMANCE AT COVENT GARDEN

22 JUNE, 19.00-21.30

Style Lounge hosts a spectacular evening at the V&A Museum of Performance, exploring the nature and construction of ‘spectacle’ in the contexts of theatre, performance, fashion and film. Featuring live performances, projections, music, debate and bar.

Tickets £6 
SUMMER CONCERTS
SUMMER SOLSTICE CONCERT

LECTURE THEATRE
29 JUNE, 19.15 - 20.10
The Chamber choir Vox Cordis will sing choral music including traditional folksongs and partsongs by Elgar, Delius and Brahms.
Tickets:£8.50, V&A Members £6.50. Concessions available.
FÊTE DE LA MUSIQUE

EXHIBITION ROAD MUSIC DAY

EXHIBITION ROAD, SOUTH KENSINGTON
21 JUNE, 10.00 - MIDNIGHT

Exhibition Road in South Kensington will for the first time present a day and night filled with special music performances. In the spirit of Fête  de la Musique – an annual music tradition already established in over 250 cities around the world - all are welcome and performances will be live and free.
The V&A will be hosting a range of musical events from classical to experimental & German jazz to Irish rock.

For a complete listing of all events in  all venues please visit: www.exhibitionroadmusicday.org 
WEDNESDAY LATE VIEW

A TALE OF TWO TOWERS
LECTURE THEATRE

15 JUNE, 19.15-20.05

The Leaning Tower of Pisa was on the point of collapse and Big Ben clock tower was threatened by the Jubilee Line extension. Intimately involved with the stabilisation of these famous towers, Professor John Burland FRS tells this fascinating and dramatic story.

Tickets: £8.50, concessions £6.50, £5.50 & £3.50.

ACTIVITY BACK-PACKS 

EVERY SATURDAY 10.30-17.00 

Children can hoist a Back-Pack on their shoulders and embark upon an adventure across the Museum. Back-Pack tours are full of exciting hands-on activities related to the collections. There are eight Back-Packs to choose from: Chinese Treasures, Metal Detector, The Explorer, The Antique Detective, Magic Glasses, Fancy Furnishings, Murder Mystery and The Emperor’s Party.

Activities can last 30-45 minutes. For children aged 5-12 years. 

THE ACTIVITY CART

EVERY SUNDAY 10.30 –17.00

Explore the Museum's collections through drawing and making activities. The Activity Cart is sited in a different gallery each weekend. Loaded with a huge variety of activities ranging from making mosaics in the Sculpture Gallery to designing a kimono in the Japanese Gallery. Activities are suitable for children aged 3 to 12 years. All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

GENERAL INFORMATION

FREE ADMISSION FOR ALL

The V&A is open daily 10am - 5.45pm and until 10pm on Wednesdays and the last Friday of the month. The nearest underground station is South Kensington (Piccadilly, District and Circle lines). For general information call 020 7942 2000. Website: http://www.vam.ac.uk
To buy tickets please call the box office on 027 942 2211.
OTHER V&A MUSEUMS

V&A MUSEUM OF CHILDHOOD AT BETHNAL GREEN
THINK & WONDER, WONDER & THINK
2 APRIL – 31 JULY 2005

Think & Wonder, Wonder & Think is a contemporary art exhibition featuring the work of East End artists who have been inspired by the Museum’s unique collection. The exhibition includes pieces by Lali Chetwynd, shortlisted for Becks Futures 2005, Jeff McMillan and Cornelia Parker. A miniature tower block inspired by the dolls’ houses and a sculpture of seaside memories provoked by a display of buckets and spades are some of the highlights.
***NEW***

V&A MUSEUM OF PERFORMANCE

HIRSCHFELD’S BRITS ON BROADWAY
22 JUNE – 30 OCTOBER 2005

Al Hirschfeld, one of America’s best loved illustrators at the New York Times, created thousands of drawings of famous stars and celebrities and documented British Theatre’s impact on the American stage for over 80 years. Hirschfeld’s work provides an insight into ranges of styles of Shakespearean productions from the 1920’s with Mary Ellis, to Michael Redgrave in the 1940’s and Vanessa Redgrave in the 1990’s.
Entry - FREE
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