
Identifying a print
Answer all the question. The more 'yes' answers you get, the more clues you have to the printing process.

YES
Are the printed lines uneven or of 
different widths along their 
length?

YES
In an area with many lines, are 
the white lines more continuous?

YES Are pale lines broken up with bits 
of white?

Are areas of tone made by many 
parallel printed lines? YES

YES Are areas of tone made by white 
diamonds?

Are the solid areas made up of 
single lines or patterns close 
together?

YES

YES Do the solid areas contain white 
specks or fine white lines?

Does the ink lie on the paper in 
ridges? YES

Do the printed lines have a soft, 
furry edge? YES

Are there very thin printed lines?
YES

Are there large areas of flat, 
dense print?

RELIEF PRINT STENCIL PRINT INTAGLIO PRINT
linocut or woodcut cut-stencil or screen-print drypoint or etching
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