NEW CONTEMPORARY GLASS GALLERY 

AT THE V&A

8 December 2004
The V&A will open a new gallery for contemporary glass, The Märit Rausing Gallery, on 8 December 2004.  This new gallery adjoins the V&A's historic Glass Gallery and will provide dedicated space specifically for international contemporary work from the Museum's permanent collections. 

The first display will include over 60 works by leading contemporary glass artists including Dale Chihuly, Tessa Clegg, Deborah Cocks, Bert Frijns, Gillies-Jones, Mieke Groot, Laura Heyworth, Angela Jarman, Antoine Leperlier, Dante Marioni, Richard Marquis, Richard Meitner, William Morris,  Klaus Moje, Stepan Pala, Zora Palova, Kirstie Rea, Colin Reid, Judith Schaechter, Per B Sundberg, Lino Tagliapietra, Emma Woffenden and Toots Zynsky.

The V&A’s glass collections have expanded considerably in the last few years, partly due to the great generosity of artists, patrons and collectors. The result is a truly international collection that includes many fine examples of recent glass from Europe and Britain, the United States, Australia, New Zealand and Japan. It includes sculptural glass by some of the most celebrated names in this exciting and dynamic contemporary art form. 

As part of the display programme the gallery may be given over to single artist or themed exhibitions.
The new gallery has been generously supported by The Hans and Märit Rausing Charitable Trust.

Notes to editor:

· A new book Contemporary International Glass  by Jennifer Hawkins Opie (V&A Publications 2004) is available in hardback at £30.00
· The Glass Gallery at the V&A houses the national collection of glass with around 8,500 objects telling the story of glass making of over 4000 years - from its beginning in Ancient Egypt to the present day. The dazzling display was redesigned in 1994 in a million-pound project and features a rippling glass balustrade by American glass artist Danny Lane (b.1955).  Its displays of both glass which are art and glass made for practical use include some of the world's greatest examples. 

For further press information about the new Contemporary Glass Gallery please contact Helen Beeckmans in the V&A press office on 020 7942 2503 or email h.beeckmans@vam.ac.uk. NOT FOR PUBLICATION

For further press information on the book please contact Claire Sawford PR on 020 7722 4114 cs@cspr.uk.net NOT FOR PUBLICATION
