WHAT’S ON AT THE V&A IN

MAY 2005
INTERNATIONAL ARTS & CRAFTS 

17 MARCH - 24 JULY 2005

Sponsored by Heal’s

The V&A’s major spring exhibition, International Arts and Crafts, is the most comprehensive ever UK exhibition on the movement and the first to look at it from a truly international perspective. It will show how Arts and Crafts originated in Britain in the 1880s and became the first British design movement to have widespread influence internationally as the ideas spread to America, Europe, Scandinavia, and Japan. 

On display are more than 300 of the best Arts and Crafts objects from simple folk craft to sophisticated objects made for wealthy patrons. Among the highlights are four specially created room sets emphasising the importance of the Arts and Crafts home and interior. There are two British sets (one urban and one rural), one American ‘Craftsman’ room and one Japanese ‘model room’ dating from 1928, recreated through recently rediscovered objects.

Arts & Crafts objects on display include textiles, stained glass, furniture, ceramics, metalwork, jewellery, books, architecture, photography, paintings and sculpture, by influential designers such as Voysey, Mackintosh, Ashbee, Morris, Baillie Scott and De Morgan.

Arts and Crafts was both a movement and a style, a reaction to the Industrial Revolution and its machine dominated production. Led by John Ruskin and William Morris, the movement promoted the ideals of craftsmanship, individualism, and the integration of art into every day life.  The movement challenged the hierarchy of the arts to raise the status of craftsmen. It also advocated social reform through improved workshop conditions, a return to workshop production and a simpler way of life.  

Admission £10 concessions available. To book call 0870 906 3883 or visit www.vam.ac.uk
****LAST CHANCE TO SEE****

SPECTRES: WHEN FASHION TURNS BACK

CONTEMPORARY SPACE

24 FEBRUARY – 8 MAY 2005

Fashion has always had a love affair with history, and the V&A’s new fashion exhibition ‘Spectres: When Fashion Turns Back’ looks at the powerful influence of the past on the present.  It explores how fashion designers from Christian Dior to Hussein Chalayan are ‘haunted’ by historical references and inspired by past ideas.  

‘Spectres: When Fashion Turns Back’ shows how designers are repeatedly inspired by a range of historical muses - the circus performer, the harlequin, the Greek goddess, the bohemian.  It looks at how details, such as pleats, bows and lace, are constantly re-interpreted by fashion designers in new and inspiring ways.

The exhibition provides an outstanding opportunity to see beautiful historic costumes by Christian Dior, Elsa Schiaperelli, Mary Quant and Pierre Cardin.  Among the diverse range of contemporary designers featured are many at the foreground of conceptual fashion, including Viktor & Rolf, Comme des Garçons, Jean Paul Gaultier and Yohji Yamamoto.   Belgian designers, including Dries Van Noten and Veronique Branquinho, are highlighted. 

Entrance is FREE
STYLE AND SPLENDOUR 

QUEEN MAUD OF NORWAY’S WARDROBE 1896-1938

FASHION GALLERY, 40

2 FEBRUARY – 8 JANUARY 2006
In February 2005 the V&A  opened a display of the spectacular wardrobe of Queen Maud, the British Princess who became Queen Consort of the newly independent Norway in 1905.  Daughter of Edward VII and Queen Alexandra, Maud was renowned for her fashionable style. Her clothes document an extraordinary era of fashion history, from the decorative but elaborate dress of the Victorian era to the streamlined chic of the 1930s. Her wardrobe comprised royal robes, sporting wear and accessories.  This display includes some 50 outfits ranging from her wedding trousseau of 1896 to the latest Worth designs purchased just months before her death in 1938.
Style and Splendour  coincides with the centennial celebrations of Norway’s emergence as an independent nation in 1905, following the peaceful dissolution of the union between Norway and Sweden.

Entrance is FREE

DISPLAYS

ABBAS KIAROSTAMI:FOREST WITHOUT LEAVES

ROOM 50

3 MAY– 5 JUNE 2005
Created especially for the V&A as part of the festival celebrating the work of the Iranian artist and filmmaker Abbas Kiarostami, the installation will show a three dimensional forest of trees. Huge hollow tubes will be completely covered by life size photographs of tree bark. The installation is part of long term investigation by Kiarostami into the ways that we see our surroundings. He believes that we have become accustomed to look at nature with care only once it has been framed and placed in a museum environment.
See also events and screenings throughout May and June at www.vam.ac.uk .

FREE ADMISSION

ABBAS KIAROSTAMI:PHOTOGRAPHS OF TREES AND SNOW

PHOTOGRAPHY, ROOM 38A

14 APRIL– 19 JUNE 2005

The first UK photography display by renowned Iranian artist and filmaker Abbas Kiarostami. This display of beautiful landscape photography is part of a programme of Kiarostami events taking place at the V&A (in May and June) in partnership with the Iran Heritage Foundation.

‘CORNERS OF PARADISE’: WILLIAM BLAKE, SAMUEL PALMER AND ‘THE ANCIENTS’
PAINTINGS, ROOM 88A

MARCH – SEPTEMBER 2005  

Marking the bi-centenary of the birth of Samuel Palmer, this display shows prints, drawings and watercolours by him, Edward Calvert and other members of ‘the Ancients’, the circle of young artistic disciples of William Blake.

FRIDAY LATE VIEW

FASHION IN MOTION AT THE V&A: 

FRENCH DESIGNER - ANNE VALERIE HASH
27 MAY 2005, Fashion shows at 13.30, 15.30, 19.00 & 20.30
RAPHAEL GALLERY
Anne Valerie Hash is one of France’s rising couture stars. Her debut collection 

was launched in 2001 and already Hash can count Cate Blanchet and Vanessa 

Paradis among her customers.
The V&A will stage four couture catwalk fashion shows on Friday 27th May as 

part of its Fashion in Motion series.  The shows, all free to the public, will 

feature Anne Valerie Hash’s Summer 2005 couture collection. 

Tickets for Fashion In Motion are FREE and will be available to book from 16th May 2005 on 0207 942 2820.

WEDNESDAY LATE VIEW

INTERNATIONAL ARTS & CRAFTS
LECTURE THEATRE

25 MAY, 19.15-20.05

Paul Atterbury, a familiar face on BBC TV’s Antiques Roadshow, celebrates the Arts & Crafts Movement and explores his lifelong passions from Moorcroft pottery and Heal’s furniture to the work of Lutyens, Jekyll and H.G. Murphy.
Tickets: £8.50, concessions £6.50, £5.50 & £3.50.

FILM SCREENINGS

TA’ZIYEH 

LECTURE THEATRE

1 – 8 MAY, 13.00 DAILY

The Ta’ziyeh is one of the few surviving forms of popular traditional theatre generated by the Islamic world, and at first it seems an unusual choice for a director whose other work is simple and non-dramatic. The passion play will be shown on a large television. Behind the television will be two large screens on which visitors can see the faces of the Iranian audience watching a previous performance of Kiarostami’s Ta’ziyeh. The piece shows the strong link between the audience and the event, central to the Ta’ziyeh tradition. The films of the audiences are recorded in rural villages where the Ta’ziyeh tradition is strongest. 
On 8 May Abbas Kiarostami and Mike Leigh will be ‘in conversation’ to discuss their approaches to filmmaking followed by a screening of Ta’ziyeh. 

T ickets £8 (£6 conc, £5 students)

ACTIVITY BACK-PACKS 

EVERY SATURDAY 10.30-17.00 

Children can hoist a Back-Pack on their shoulders and embark upon an adventure across the Museum. Back-Pack tours are full of exciting hands-on activities related to the collections. There are eight Back-Packs to choose from: Chinese Treasures, Metal Detector, The Explorer, The Antique Detective, Magic Glasses, Fancy Furnishings, Murder Mystery and The Emperor’s Party.

Activities can last 30-45 minutes. For children aged 5-12 years. 

THE ACTIVITY CART

EVERY SUNDAY 10.30 –17.00

Explore the Museum's collections through drawing and making activities. The Activity Cart is sited in a different gallery each weekend. Loaded with a huge variety of activities ranging from making mosaics in the Sculpture Gallery to designing a kimono in the Japanese Gallery. Activities are suitable for children aged 3 to 12 years. All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

GENERAL INFORMATION

FREE ADMISSION FOR ALL

The V&A is open daily 10am - 5.45pm and until 10pm on Wednesdays and the last Friday of the month. The nearest underground station is South Kensington (Piccadilly, District and Circle lines). For general information call 020 7942 2000. Website: http://www.vam.ac.uk
OTHER V&A MUSEUMS

MUSEUM OF CHILDHOOD AT BETHNAL GREEN
THINK & WONDER, WONDER & THINK
2 APRIL – 31 JULY 2005

Think & Wonder, Wonder & Think is a contemporary art exhibition featuring the work of East End artists who have been inspired by the Museum’s unique collection. The exhibition includes pieces by Lali Chetwynd, shortlisted for Becks Futures 2005, Jeff McMillan and Cornelia Parker. A miniature tower block inspired by the dolls’ houses and a sculpture of seaside memories provoked by a display of buckets and spades are some of the highlights.
THEATRE MUSEUM AT COVENT GARDEN

HONOR BLACKMAN IN CONVERSATION

1 MAY 2005

Spanning six decades, Honor Blackman’s career has seen her succeed in film, television and theatre. Her work has ranged from the Avengers to The Vagina Monologues. Listen to this performer discuss her amazing life.
Tickets: £6 concessions £5. Booking telephone: 0207 943 4750

NOT FOR PUBLICATION: For further PRESS information and images, please contact the V&A Press Office. Telephone: (020) 7942 2502 Fax: (020) 7942 2496.

A selection of high quality downloadable images are available free for press use on www.imagenet.net (under 'Arts' and 'V&A') or call direct on 020 7841 0550.
