IMPORT EXPORT

Global Influences in Contemporary Design 
20 September – 4 December 2005 

Presented by the V&A in partnership with the British Council

This autumn the V&A and British Council present Import Export an exhibition celebrating international influences in contemporary British design. Import Export explores the careers of fourteen British and foreign-born designers who live and work in the UK. It features designers working across a range of disciplines from fashion designers Clements Ribeiro and Eley Kishimoto, graphic designers and art directors Aboud Sodano, to product designers Tord Boontje and Sebastian Bergne.
Import Export looks at the increasingly multicultural character of British design and examines the reasons why so many foreign designers practise in Britain.  Over the last decade British design has been reinvigorated by a two-way cultural exchange centring on the import and export of creative ideas. 

On the import side, Britain has become a magnet for foreign designers.  Most initially come over to study, attracted by the reputation of Britain’s excellent design education system, and subsequently stay to set up business in the UK.  London in particular has become a melting pot for international designers.  While on the export side, global trade of British design is flourishing, as foreign companies become increasingly appreciative of British design talent – both native and adopted. 
The designers in Import Export are:
· Alan Aboud  (Irish) and Sandro Sodano (British) – Graphic designers and art directors Aboud Sodano
· Shin and Tomoko Azumi (Japanese) – Furniture and product designers Azumi(operating independently since Feb 2005) 

· Laurent Benner (Swiss-German) – Graphic designer

· Sebastian Bergne (British) – Furniture and product designer

· Lara Bohinc (Slovenian) - Jewellery designer
· Tord Boontje (Dutch) – Furniture, product and lighting designer

· Lubna Chowdhary (British) -  Ceramicist

· Suzanne Clements (British) and Inacio Ribeiro (Brazilian) - Fashion designers Clements Ribeiro 
· Roberto Feo (Spanish) and Rosario Hurtado (Spanish) – Furniture, product and lighting designers El Ultimo Grito 

· Mark Eley (British) and Wakako Kishimoto (Japanese) – Fashion designers Eley Kishimoto

· Gitta Gschwendtner (German) – Furniture, product and lighting designer

· Sam Hecht (British) and Kim Colin (American) – Industrial designers Industrial Facility 
· Kei Ito (Japanese) – Fashion and accessories designer
· Anne Kyyrö Quinn (Finnish) – Soft furnishings designer
The exhibits range from product, furniture and graphic design to fashion and textiles  from humorous designs by El Ultimo Grito to Lubna Chowdhary’s ceramic sculpture series ‘Metropolis’, inspired by a trip to India.
Lesley Jackson, Curator of Import Export says: “When foreign-born designers relocate to Britain, and when British-based designers collaborate with foreign companies, something rather surprising occurs. Instead of ironing out cultural differences, they are bought into sharper focus. This might sound like a recipe for disaster, but instead it has, become a formula for success.’

The exhibition has been designed by one of the exhibitors, Gitta Gschwendtner, with custom-designed Import Export typography by Kerr Noble. Table structures and bridges - all in shocking pink - dominate the display.
Import Export has toured to India, Australia and Finland where it has inspired a series of companion exhibitions exploring international influences on their own contemporary design culture.  These international counterparts, collectively entitled Global Local, will be shown alongside Import Export at the V&A in a celebration of global cultural exchange in design. 

Notes to Editors

· Entry to Import Export is FREE. 

· Entry to the V&A is FREE.
· Critical Debate: How Global is Design? Friday 14 October

International architect Rem Koolhaas and John Thackara are keynote speakers at the debate How Global is Design? at the V&A on Friday 14 October.   Chaired by Joe Kerr, the panel also includes the writer Sukhdev Sandhu, sociologist Professor Leslie Sklair and Dieneke Ferguson of Hidden Art.

· A series of events to coincide with the exhibition are listed on the web site: www.vam.ac.uk.  

· High quality downloadable images are available free for press use on www.imagenet.co.uk (under 'Arts' and 'V&A') or call direct on 020 7841 0550.
· For general enquiries: 020 7942 2000. www.vam.ac.uk.

· The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations. They operate in 220 towns and cities in 110 countries worldwide. They build relationships and understanding between people in the UK and other countries and increase appreciation of the UK’s ideas and achievements overseas. The areas they focus on are creativity, education and civil society.  They are a non-political organisation which operates at arm’s length from government. Their income in 2004/05 was £475.5 million, of which their grant-in-aid from the British government was £172 million.
For further PRESS information, please contact Helen Beeckmans in the V&A Press Office, on 020 7942 2503 or email: h.beeckmans@vam.ac.uk or Clare Sears at the British Council press office on 020 7389 4268 clare.sears@britishcouncil.org 
