WHAT’S ON AT THE V&A IN

OCTOBER 2005

NEW MAJOR EXHIBITION

DIANE ARBUS REVELATIONS: 

MAJOR RETROSPECTIVE OF THE LEGENDARY NEW YORK PHOTOGRAPHER AT THE V&A

13 OCTOBER 2005 – 15 JANUARY 2006

Supported by The Bank of New York

www.vam.ac.uk/arbus 
The V&A opens a major exhibition this autumn on Diane Arbus, the legendary New York photographer whose work captured 1950s and 1960s America and transformed the art of photography. Diane Arbus Revelations is the largest retrospective of her work ever assembled and is the first international Arbus exhibition for over 30 years. 

The exhibition consists of nearly 200 of the artist’s most significant photographs including such iconic images as ‘A Jewish giant at home with his parents in the Bronx, N.Y. 1970’, ‘Identical twins, Roselle, N.J. 1967’, ‘Child with a toy hand grenade in Central Park, N.Y.C. 1962’ and ‘A young man in curlers at home on West 20th Street, N.Y.C. 1966’. 
Admission £8, concessions £6. Bookings 0870 906 3883 or www.vam.ac.uk 
MAJOR EXHIBITION
BETWEEN PAST AND FUTURE

NEW PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO FROM CHINA
15 SEPTEMBER 2005 – 8 JANUARY 2006
www.vam.ac.uk/bpf
The V&A is showing the first major survey of Chinese photography  and video from the past decade, featuring work by a new generation of Chinese photographers and video artists.
With contemporary Chinese art attracting interest around the world, ‘Between Past and Future: New Photography and Video from China’ is a varied and compelling selection.  Including 60 works by 40 artists, the exhibition reflects the energy of younger Chinese artists.  The works, by both rising stars and established names, are often monumental in scale and experimental in nature.   Together they capture the  vivid responses of Chinese photographers and video artists to the rapid cultural,  social and economic changes taking place in China. 

Admission £6, concessions available. Bookings 0870 906 3883 or www.vam.ac.uk

CONTEMPORARY 

IMPORT EXPORT

GLOBAL INFLUENCES IN CONTEMPORARY DESIGN 

20 SEPTEMBER – 4 DECEMBER 2005 
Presented by the V&A in partnership with the British Council

Import Export looks at international influences in contemporary British design. The exhibition features 14 British and foreign-born designers who live and work in the UK,  including fashion designers Clements Ribeiro and Eley Kishimoto, art directors Aboud Sodano and product designers Tord Boontje and Sebastian Bergne. Import Export looks at the increasingly multicultural character of British design and why so many foreign designers practise in Britain.  
Free Admission 
EVENTS
CHINA FRIDAY LATE
Live Art from Beijing at the V&A!

28 OCTOBER 18.30-22.00
The V&A’s October Friday Late focuses on contemporary China with live and surprising performances by some of China’s most exciting artists, as well as films and discussions. The China Friday Late coincides with Between Past and Future at the V&A, the first UK exhibition of contemporary Chinese photography and video.

Zhu Ming, the famous Beijing artist, will encase himself  in a transparent bubble, a performance which has intrigued audiences worldwide. He Chengyao, one of China’s few female performance artists, invites visitors to take part in a live ‘kissing performance’. Yang Zhichao, famous for branding his government ID number on his body and planting grass in his back, will paint images throughout the evening of UK daily life using ink and drops of his own blood. 
Hans Ulrich Obrist, the acclaimed Swiss curator, writer and critic, will discuss emerging Chinese artists in a lecture. There will be a film programme featuring the work of Yang Zhichao and Wang Wei as well as an installation by Dinu Li.
Free Admission. Free tickets to the Hans Ulrich Obrist lecture must be booked in advance.
Bookings 0870 906 3883
CARNIVAL BIG DRAW

2 OCTOBER 11.00 – 17.00

www.thebigdraw.co.uk

Take part in the campaign to get the nation drawing. Draw a design for a Notting Hill Carnival costume, help make a costume, even try one on. Enjoy mask making workshops, face painting and steel band performances. Discover more about the carnival and how important drawing is for costume design. At 15.30 join more than 100 carnival performers as they leave the museum and process up Exhibition Road.
AFRICA ’05
Family Saturdays in October
AFRICA FASHION DAY

1 OCTOBER 11.00 – 16.00
Come along dressed in African inspired outfits and celebrate African style and fashion in a day full of events, activities and workshops for all ages. You can design and make your own garments with the V&A’s Africa 05 artist-in-residence Dilomprizulike and take to the catwalk after spending time with our choreographer. There will also be African Head Wrapping workshops, face painting and African photographic portraits in the style of  Samuel Fosso.

Free Admission. Some activities require advance booking on 0870 906 3883
AFRICAN BAZAAR

8 OCTOBER 2005
For one day only the John Madejski garden in the V&A will be transformed into a spectacular African Bazaar. The garden will be buzzing with music and events including a Fair-trade shop with delicious goodies from across the continent, a Marrakech tea room, and  Dakar DJ music bar. There will also be face-painting and traditional African board games.  

Free Admission
AFRICA MUSIC DAY
22 OCTOBER 11.00 – 17.00
Join us to celebrate and explore the culture and tradition of African music. Musicians will lead performances and workshops with a range of traditional instruments. This day is produced in collaboration with the African-Europe Forum.

Free Admission

ACTIVITY BACK-PACKS 

EVERY SATURDAY 10.30-17.00 

Children can hoist a Back-Pack on their shoulders and embark upon an adventure across the Museum. Back-Pack tours are full of exciting hands-on activities related to the collections. There are eight Back-Packs to choose from: Chinese Treasures, Metal Detector, The Explorer, The Antique Detective, Magic Glasses, Fancy Furnishings, Murder Mystery and The Emperor’s Party.

Activities can last 30-45 minutes. For children aged 5-12 years. 

Free
THE ACTIVITY CART

EVERY SUNDAY 10.30 –17.00

Explore the Museum's collections through drawing and making activities. The Activity Cart is sited in a different gallery each weekend. Loaded with a huge variety of activities ranging from making mosaics in the Sculpture Gallery to designing a kimono in the Japanese Gallery. Activities are suitable for children aged 3 to 12 years. All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Free
GENERAL INFORMATION

FREE ADMISSION FOR ALL

The V&A is open daily 10am - 5.45pm and until 10pm on Wednesdays and the last Friday of the month. The nearest underground station is South Kensington (Piccadilly, District and Circle lines). For general information call 020 7942 2000. Website: http://www.vam.ac.uk
To buy tickets please call the box office on 027 942 2211.
OTHER V&A MUSEUMS

V&A MUSEUM OF CHILDHOOD AT BETHNAL GREEN
BON VOYAGE – HALF TERM FUN!
24-30 OCTOBER 2005  (closed Friday 28)

The Museum’s toys are packing up to go on a one-year holiday. We are giving them a fabulous send off this week with free, fun, family activities:

BIG DRAW: AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 CRAYONS 
Paris? Tokyo? Cairo? Help us complete a giant mural using crayons, charcoal, pencils and textiles to find out where the toys are going next.

TRIPPIE: THE TRAVELLING BEAR STORY TRAIL 
The Cattley Family Bears are going on a holiday, but Trippie the Bear has lost his passport. Can you help him find it? Hunt for the clues around the Museum.  

Note: For children aged 5+. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

BON VOYAGE PARTY 30 OCTOBER 
Wish the toys a ‘Bon Voyage’ during our closing day party. Prizes for every 100th visitor through the door. Help make a giant mural, follow our story trail, enjoy music and dance by Stacked Wonky and The Society of Wonders, and join a candlelight procession at the end of the day.

The Museum of Childhood is open 10.00am until 5.50pm, and closed on Fridays. 
For general information call 020 8980 2415 www.museumofchildhood.org.uk 


V&A THEATRE MUSEUM AT COVENT GARDEN
V&A THEATRE MUSEUM AT COVENT GARDEN

HALF TERM AT THE THEATRE MUSEUM

22 - 30 OCTOBER 2005 

In October Half Term a murky mood assaults the halls and corridors of the Theatre Museum. Wizards, witches, ghosts and eccentric characters from the past are brought to life. 

Come along and revive the Victorian period in a costume workshop of Henry Irving’s celebrated production, The Bells. Explore the galleries with a free tour about theatre ghosts. Take part in make-up demonstrations inspired by gothic melodrama. Design your own witch’s or wizard’s hat. Join the mystery of a storytelling session based on Shakespeare’s ghosts. Learn On-Stage the acting methods used in the Victorian era compared to the ones used today. If you are fascinated by London’s West End, join in Mini-Musicals aimed at under 7s or Kids West End suitable for 8-12 years. 

The Theatre Museum is open 10.00am until 6.00pm, and closed on Mondays  

For general information call 0207 943 4700  www.theatremuseum.org.uk
NOT FOR PUBLICATION:
 For further PRESS information and images, please contact the V&A Press Office. 
(020) 7942 2502 Fax: (020) 7942 2496.

A selection of high quality downloadable images are available free for press use on www.image.net (under 'Arts' and 'V&A') or call direct on 020 7841 0550.
ThThe Museum will close to the public on Sunday 30 October 2005 for a period of 12 months, hil we will build a new entrance, improve visitor facilities, refurbish our galleries and expand ouour learning centre. The Museum will re-open in Autumn 2006.














