WHAT’S ON AT THE V&A IN

SEPTEMBER 2005

MAJOR EXHIBITIONS

***** NEW *****

BETWEEN PAST AND FUTURE

NEW PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO FROM CHINA
15 SEPTEMBER 2005 – 8 JANUARY 2006
The V&A will be showing the first major survey of Chinese photography  and video from the past decade, featuring work by a new generation of Chinese photographers and video artists.
With contemporary Chinese art attracting interest around the world, ‘Between Past and Future: New Photography and Video from China’ is a varied and compelling selection.  Featuring 60 works by 40 artists, the exhibition reflects the energy of younger Chinese artists.  The works, by both rising stars and established names, are often monumental in scale and experimental in nature.   Together they capture the  vivid responses of Chinese photographers and video artists to the rapid cultural,  social and economic changes taking place in China. 

The exhibition includes work by Wang Quingsong, Hong Hao, Qui Zhijie, Sheng Qi, Liu Zheng,  Song Dong and  Zhang Dali. There is also  work by Rong Rong who recorded the performances and lives of the artistic community of Beijing’s East Village in the early 1990s.  Female artists include Xing Danwen and the young Beijing artist  Cui Xiuwen.  
As well as introducing an extraordinary body of work to a UK audience, the exhibition will provide remarkable insight into the dynamics of Chinese culture at the start of the 21st century.  

Admission £6, concessions available. To book call 0870 906 3883 or visit www.vam.ac.uk

CONTEMPORARY GALLERY

***** NEW *****
IMPORT EXPORT

GLOBAL INFLUENCES IN CONTEMPORARY DESIGN 

20 SEPTEMBER – 4 DECEMBER 2005 
Presented by the V&A in partnership with the British Council

Import Export looks at international influences in contemporary British design. The exhibition explores the careers of 14 British and foreign-born designers who live and work in the UK. It features designers working across a range of disciplines, from fashion designers Clements Ribeiro and Eley Kishimoto and art directors Aboud Sodano to product designers Tord Boontje and Sebastian Bergne.
Import Export looks at the increasingly multicultural character of British design and why so many foreign designers practise in Britain.  Over the last decade British design has been reinvigorated by a two-way cultural exchange centring on the import and export of creative ideas. 
FREE ADMISSION
DISPLAYS
***** NEW *****

DEUTSCHLANDSCAPE – EPICENTRES AT THE PERIPHERY 

20 SEPTEMBER 2005 to 29 JANUARY 2006 

Deutschlandscape - Epicentres at the Periphery, is a dramatic 90m photographic panorama showing 38 recently built architectural projects throughout Germany.  The display explores the deliberate shift in focus by architects from metropolitan urban centres to the areas on the urban fringe.  At the core of all these projects is the intent to regenerate spaces within the urban margins and provincial towns.

Deutschlandscape, curated by Francesca Ferguson, artistic director of urban drift, was shown at the Venice Architecture Biennial in 2004. It has been re-designed for this display at the V&A.

FREE ADMISSION

EVENTS

FRIDAY LATE – AFRICA NIGHT 
30 SEPTEMBER 18.30 – 22.00
Featuring Fashion in Motion in association with Istituto Marangoni

In celebration of Africa ’05 the V&A is holding an evening of contemporary African culture. This includes an African bar, DJ and Fashion in Motion Events, showcasing some of the most exciting contemporary fashion designers working on the African continent and in Europe today. Designers featured include Joel Andrianomearisoa, the Madagascan designer based in Paris, Xuly Bet, a Malian designer and Hassan Hajjaj , who designed the stunning Salon Afrique interiors that graced the Royal Festival Hall during Africa Remix. Dilom Prizulike , the V&A’s artist-in-residence will also present a  live performance responding to the  V&A’s textile collection. A spoken word poetry performance with audience debate with be hosted by Beyonder and Tuggstar.
FREE ADMISSION
Fashion in Motion tickets are free, but must be booked in advance on 0207 942 2820 from 19 Sept

CHINESE AUTUMN FESTIVAL
SUNDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 12.00 – 16.30
The V&A will mark the Chinese Mid - Autumn Festival with a variety of performances in the V&A garden from 12:00 - 13:30 ranging from traditional Chinese music to classical pieces. At 14:00 there will be a lantern parade by Chinese communities led by a Lion Dance and a traditional drumming troupe. Demonstrations will be given by Shaolin Kung Fu, Ladies Drumming Troupe, Bamboo Dance followed by a Lion Dance and Bamboo Dance workshop for families.  

FREE ADMISSION
ACTIVITY BACK-PACKS 

EVERY SATURDAY 10.30-17.00 

Children can hoist a Back-Pack on their shoulders and embark upon an adventure across the Museum. Back-Pack tours are full of exciting hands-on activities related to the collections. There are eight Back-Packs to choose from: Chinese Treasures, Metal Detector, The Explorer, The Antique Detective, Magic Glasses, Fancy Furnishings, Murder Mystery and The Emperor’s Party.

Activities can last 30-45 minutes. For children aged 5-12 years. 

FREE
THE ACTIVITY CART

EVERY SUNDAY 10.30 –17.00

Explore the Museum's collections through drawing and making activities. The Activity Cart is sited in a different gallery each weekend. Loaded with a huge variety of activities ranging from making mosaics in the Sculpture Gallery to designing a kimono in the Japanese Gallery. Activities are suitable for children aged 3 to 12 years. All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

FREE
GENERAL INFORMATION

FREE ADMISSION FOR ALL

The V&A is open daily 10am - 5.45pm and until 10pm on Wednesdays and the last Friday of the month. The nearest underground station is South Kensington (Piccadilly, District and Circle lines). For general information call 020 7942 2000. Website: http://www.vam.ac.uk
To buy tickets please call the box office on 027 942 2211.
OTHER V&A MUSEUMS

V&A MUSEUM OF CHILDHOOD AT BETHNAL GREEN
DARFUR COMES TO BETHNAL GREEN
TO 30 OCTOBER  

Experience life in the Darfur region of Sudan with a replica house, complete with sound installation made by local school children. The house looks at how the concept of ‘home’ differs between cultures, and aims to raise awareness of recent conflict in Darfur. The house is a replica of the home that refugees from the Massalit tribe lived in before being displaced. Darfur comes to Bethnal Green is a collaborative project between the Museum of Childhood and East End theatre company iceandfire.
FREE ADMISSION

The Museum of Childhood is open 10.00am until 5.50pm, and closed on Fridays. 
For general information call 020 8980 2415  
www.museumofchildhood.org.uk 
V&A THEATRE MUSEUM AT COVENT GARDEN
HIRSCHFELD’S BRITS ON BROADWAY
22 JUNE – 30 OCTOBER 2005

Al Hirschfeld, one of America’s best loved illustrators at the New York Times, created thousands of drawings of famous stars and celebrities and documented British Theatre’s impact on the American stage for over 80 years. Hirschfeld’s work provides an insight into ranges of styles of Shakespearean productions from the 1920s with Mary Ellis, to Michael Redgrave in the 1940’s and Vanessa Redgrave in the 1990s.
FREE ADMISSION
OLIVER MESSEL - MAKING AND DOING
3 JULY – 4 DECEMBER 2005

A hands-on, interactive display celebrating the acquisition by the Museum of the Oliver Messel archive.  Messel was the highly paid and sought after British stage designer of the 1930s-50s.  He designed costume and set designs for theatre, film, ballet and opera.  He also designed villas, resorts and hotels including a suite at The Dorchester in London.  

The display focuses on the practical skills of stage design.  Visitors are invited to design their own set, including light and sound, put together costumes and create their own mini production. There is also an ‘Activity Pack’ to take away and do at home.

FREE ADMISSION
The Theatre Museum is open 10.00am until 6.00pm, and closed on Mondays  
For general information call 0207 943 4700 
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