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BBC Two is working in collaboration with the V&A on a series about Modernism called Marvels of the Modern World and the bfi National Film Theatre presents a Modernism in Cinema season in spring 2006.





The V&A’s major spring exhibition will be Modernism: Designing a New World. It will be the first in-depth look at the movement which revolutionised the world around us and the way we live, giving us fitted kitchens, our obsession with sunbathing and gyms, and our love of clean, minimalist architecture and design.





Modernism: Designing a New World will look at the key defining movement of 20th century design, from the white geometric planes of Corbusier’s Modernist houses to streamlined silver cars; from the first Bauhaus steel framed chairs of the 1920s to the smooth surfaces of the first fitted kitchen – all highlighted in the exhibition.





The exhibition will explore the meaning of Modernism and the dreams behind the movement as, in the wake of the First World War, its pioneers planned for a new and better world. There was a rejection of the past and a belief in the future and in technology; a Utopian desire for a healthier life, one more rational and more efficient.  While the focus will be on architecture and design, reflecting a time when ideas about how we live took centre stage, health and new ideas about the body will be a main theme in the exhibition.   





V&A Curator Christopher Wilk said: “Our world today was fundamentally changed by Modernism. It was the key point of reference for art, design and architecture in the 20th century.  It was that big and that important. It’s particularly exciting to bring from Europe and America an extraordinarily wide range of exhibits, from fine paintings to X-ray machines, fitted kitchens to swimsuits.”


The V&A exhibition will be the first to examine how Modernism swept the design world, especially Europe, Russia and America. There will be over 300 objects and more than 50 film clips in the exhibition. On show will be sculpture, painting, photography, furniture, fashion, prints and architecture. Key modernist figures who will be featured include artists Piet Mondrian and  Fernand  Leger, architects Mies van der Rohe, Le Corbusier and Walter Gropius, furniture designers Marcel Breuer and Alvar Aalto, fashion designer Sonia Delaunay and photographer Man Ray.





Looking at the years from 1914 to 1939, the exhibition will show how Modernist ideas evolved into a mass movement with widespread influence in peoples’ lives, in the homes and cities of the 1920s and 1930s. It will show how it developed from its origins in Germany’s famous Bauhaus schools in the earliest 1920s to its acceptance in the American mass market in the 1930s. Finally it will show how Modernism found its distinctive style – abstract, linear, geometric – which still dominates design today.





HIGHLIGHTS


The earliest surviving fitted kitchen: one of the first line of mass-produced fitted kitchens, discovered recently in Frankfurt after continual use for 80 years, and the prototype for all subsequent fitted kitchens.


A surviving example of a rare Modernist car - the Czech Tatra 87 in silver. 


The design for Corbusier’s largest and most luxurious building, the Villa Stein De Monzie (1926), with its simplified geometry, pristine white walls and ribbon windows. 


Modernist paintings: Ball Bearings, 1926 by Fernand Léger and Tableau I, Red, Black, Yellow and Blue, 1921 by Piet Mondrian.


Examples of ‘Healthy Body Culture’ including X-ray machines and sun lamps. A highlight is a dramatic photograph by Alexander Rodchenko - one of the great photographers of the 20th century - of ‘Sun Lovers’ engaging in fashionable, outdoor exercise.


An installation of chairs, ‘Sitting on Air’, featuring one of the most radical and imitated designs of the 20th century, the cantilever chair - the chair with two legs. Cantilever chairs by Marcel Breuer, Mies van der Rohe and Alvar Aalto among many others will be shown. Arguably the most important furniture design of the 20th century.


Rarely exhibited drawings by Wassily Kandinsky based on photographs by Charlotte Rudolph of the dancer Gret Palucca.


Harry Beck’s first sketch for today’s London Underground map, a Modernist design of the 1930s.


Fashion design including Sonia Delaunay’s knitted wool swimsuit, a Futurist suit with a bright, geometric pattern designed by Giacomo Balla, and Alexander Rodchenko’s productivist outfit, designed in the aftermath of the Russian Revolution. 





The exhibition will be presented in three main sections: 


Searching for Utopia, Building Utopia and Rethinking Utopia.





The exhibition will reflect key themes of Modernism: The Machine, Sitting on Air, Utopia, Mass Market Modernism, National Modernisms, Modernism and Nature, Performing Modernism, Building Modernism and, for the first time, a section dedicated to Modernists’ obsession with health and body image – Healthy Body Culture.





BBC Two will screen a four part series on Modernism and its legacy today, presented by Dan Cruikshank called Marvels Of The Modern Age. A complementary season of Modernism in the Cinema will run at the bfi National Film Theatre.





Adam Kemp, commissioner for Arts and Culture on BBC Television, said: “We are delighted to be working with the V&A to celebrate this momentous time in our history and the impact Modernism has had on almost everything that surrounds us today. Dan Cruikshank’s series offers viewers the chance to find out how Modernism changed the world while the exhibition offers a chance to see some of the most important works of Modernist art and design together for the first time.”  





Modernism: Designing a New World is one of an ongoing series of comprehensive design exhibitions at the V&A including Art Nouveau in 2000, Art Deco in 2003 and International Arts and Crafts in 2005. 





Two books will be published by the V&A to accompany the exhibition, Modernism: Designing a New World edited by Christopher Wilk (£45 Hardback), the first book to explore Modernism from a truly international perspective, and across all the arts, and The Modernist Home by Tim Benton (£14.99 Hardback) which opens the door on Modernist houses around the world.





After the V&A, Modernism: Designing a New World will tour to MARTa Herford in Germany from 16 September 2006 to 7 January 2007. Designed by Frank Gehry, MARTa Herford opened in May 2005. It has been described as ‘Gehry’s Bauhaus for the 21st century’, making it an ideal host for the exhibition. 





Notes to Editor:


The exhibition is designed by London based architect Eva Jiricna.


The V&A is holding a Modernism conference on 14-15 July 2006.


For further PRESS information, please contact the V&A press office on 020 7942 2502. Email: press.office@vam.ac.uk (not for publication).


For further information on the books contact Claire Sawford PR on +44(0) 20 7722 4114 cs@cspr.uk.net


A selection of images are available on www.image.net


For general enquiries: 020 7942 2000. www.vam.ac.uk


Tickets on sale Spring 2006: In person at the V&A - in advance or on day of visit. 


Full: £9. Senior Citizens, students and 12-17 yr olds: £7. Family tickets: £22/£12


Advance telephone and online booking 0870 906 3883 or www.vam.ac.uk/modernism


Full: £10.40. Senior Citizens, students and 12-17 yr olds: £8.20. Family tickets: £25/£14.50 Prices inclusive of all booking fees. 


Art Fund members half price including concessions, excluding family tickets. Free: under 12s, disabled people and up to two carers, ES40 holders, V&A members and patrons, ICOM/Museums Association card holders, school, college, university and community groups. 


For further information about the BBC Two series contact: Imogen Carter, Arts Publicist, BBC Television, 020 8752 6521, imogen.carter@bbc.co.uk. www.bbc.co.uk/pressoffice


A complementary season of Modernism in the Cinema at the bfi National Film Theatre (13 April - 30 April 2006) will feature some of the greatest monuments of Modernist film-making including Fritz Lang's Metropolis (1926), Berlin - Symphonie der Grosstadt (1927)dir. Walter Ruttmann, and Man With a Movie Camera (1929) dir. Dziga Vertov, screening alongside influential short films. This important season is programmed by Professor Ian Christie, Birkbeck University. Press contact in the bfi press office is Elizabeth Benjamin or Ian Cuthbert on 020 7849 4465/020 7815 1330 or firstname.lastname@bfi.org.uk  


The Habitat UK PR Manager is Victoria Eden 020 7614 5315 victoriaeden@habitat.co.uk





The exhibition is sponsored by  
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