AUERBACH AND FREUD AT THE V&A: 
NEW PAINTINGS

25 April – 29 May 2006

For four weeks this Spring the V&A will present a unique opportunity to view eight new paintings by Frank Auerbach and Lucian Freud in a display juxtaposed with masterpieces by John Constable and JMW Turner in the Museum’s Paintings Gallery.
Auerbach and Freud have been friends for decades and are great admirers of one another’s work. This will be the first two-man display of these eminent artists. The paintings to be featured in the display – landscapes and portrait heads – are all new and have never before been on public display.
This display will demonstrate how the work of Auerbach and Freud thrives mutually and in relation to much earlier paintings from the V&A’s collection.  

The V&A has collected modern British paintings since 1857 and holds the principal collection of works by John Constable.  Freud in particular has long been inspired by Constable and was involved in the selection of works chosen for the outstandingly successful Constable exhibition at the Grand Palais, Paris in 2002, which included many works from the V&A. This display will reveal affinities and continuity with the art of the past as well as the power and zest of painting now.

The display will be jointly curated by the art critic William Feaver and the V&A’s senior curator Mark Evans. 
Ends

Notes to Editors

Entry to the display is FREE, as is entry to the V&A. The display will be held in the Paintings Gallery.
For public enquiries: 020 7942 2000 or www.vam.ac.uk.
Images of the works will not be available until 25 April 2006

For further PRESS information, please contact Olivia Colling in the V&A 
press office on 020 7942 2725. Email press.office@vam.ac.uk (not for publication). 
