SPECTACULAR NEW SCULPTURE GALLERIES AT THE V&A

FIRST PHASE OPENS MARCH 2006

The first phase of the redisplay of the V&A’s outstanding sculpture collection will be completed this March. The new Dorothy and Michael Hintze Galleries will  display  some of the Museum’s finest sculpture dating from 1600 to 1900 made by British sculptors or acquired by British patrons. The galleries have been named in honour of  Dorothy and Michael Hintze who gave a generous donation of £1.5 million through the Hintze Family Charitable Foundation. 

The Dorothy and Michael Hintze Galleries include a sequence of magnificent sculptures such as Bernini’s fountain of Neptune, Canova’s Theseus and the Minotaur, and works by Giambologna, Roubiliac, Delvaux and Rysbrack, all of which were once in the collections of wealthy British patrons.  Among the great British sculptors represented will be Nollekens, Flaxman, Banks, Alfred Stevens and Alfred Gilbert.

The Dorothy and Michael Hintze Galleries tell the story of different phases and types of sculpture.  The V&A’s collection of Italian garden and fountain statuary is unrivalled outside Florence and Rome.  The central section of the gallery, which opens directly on to the John Madejski garden, will appropriately be given over to this  genre. It will show magnificent garden sculpture, including Giambologna’s  dynamic Samson Slaying a Philistine (c.1562).  Commissioned for a fountain in Florence, Samson  established Giambologna’s reputation. It was given to Charles I as a gift and became the most famous Italian sculpture in England and was influential throughout Europe.  Nearby will stand Vincenzo Foggini’s impressive interpretation, Samson and the Philistines (1749).  Corradini's two marble garden groups of Apollo and Marsyas and Zephyr and Flora, once in the eighteenth-century gardens of the Elector of Saxony at Dresden, will  flank the entrance to the garden.

Another theme of the Dorothy and Michael Hintze Galleries will be mythological sculpture. Examples will include Canova’s Theseus and the Minotaur (1782) and  the work of the British sculptor Thomas Banks, including Thetis Dipping Achilles in the River Styx.  John Gibson's statue of  Pandora represents the classicising style of the mid-19th century, while Edward J. Physick's relief of  Pluto and Proserpina also depicts classical myth, though in this case in an almost baroque style; this work was shown at the Great Exhibition of 1851, and was in the possession of the family of the artist until it was presented to the V&A in 2005.

An eighteenth-century  monument to the English quack doctor Joshua Ward by the sculptor Augustino Carlini is among the works in the section on memorial sculpture.  The marble sculpture is a testament to Carlini’s skill in carving flowing draperies, and the massive bulk of Ward himself. Funerary monuments by the great early seventeenth-century artist Nicholas Stone will be installed in mid-2006,  as well as later wall monuments dating from the eighteenth century.

The collection of portrait busts from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries will people the Dorothy and Michael Hintze Galleries in a way that might have adorned country houses of the period. Roubiliac's Earl of Pembroke, formerly at Wilton, and now on loan to the Museum, exemplifies the sculptor's ability to carve marble almost like silk, as one of his contemporaries commented. Rysbrack's Daniel Finch, Earl of Nottingham of the early 1720s is one of the first portrayals of a contemporary in classical dress, and epitomises great aristocratic portraits of the eighteenth century.

The Dorothy and Michael Hintze Galleries have been completed under the direction of architect Eva Jiricna to make the most of the natural light with tall windows opening on to the John Madejski  garden.  The galleries combine original Victorian and contemporary design.  The 1960s black linoleum floor has been stripped away to reveal 19th century black and white mosaic flooring.


DOROTHY AND MICHAEL HINTZE GALLERIES PHASE 2: Winter 2006 – May 2007

In May 2007 two further sculpture galleries will be completed with the return of the V&A’s important collection of Rodin sculptures (currently on tour this winter to the Royal Academy and Zurich). These galleries will display British and French sculpture from the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, illustrating the vital influence of French sculptors on their British counterparts during this period. The display will also explore the growth of interest in direct carving. Works from the V&A will be juxtaposed with long-term loans from Tate, the Henry Moore Foundation, Leighton House and Reading Museum. The final display will include an impressive group of stone sculptures by Eric Gill, Gaudier Brszeska, Frank Dobson and bronze portrait busts by Jacob Epstein. 

The new Dorothy and Michael Hintze Galleries are part of the V&A’s ten year Future Plan to transform the Museum through beautiful new displays and make it easier for visitors to get around.  The plan clarifies the layout of the Museum, revealing the original architecture while using contemporary display techniques.

Galleries devoted to silver, paintings, sculpture, architecture, prints and drawings, portrait miniatures, and sacred silver and stained glass have already opened.  Summer 2006 will see the opening of the Jameel Gallery of Islamic Art.  

The American Friends of the V&A through the generosity of Mr and Mrs M.D. Moross have also contributed to the gallery.  
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