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Beyond the Maker’s Mark: Paul de Lamerie Silver in the Cahn Collection 

6 November 2006 – 21 January 2007

Beyond the Maker’s Mark: Paul de Lamerie Silver in the Cahn Collection is a new display at the V&A celebrating the extraordinary work of Paul de Lamerie (1688-1751), London’s leading 18th-century silversmith. The display will include around 50 pieces of de Lamerie silver from the Cahn Collection, currently on loan to The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, Tennessee, who have organized this touring display. 

The Cahn Collection includes some of the most important pieces of de Lamerie silver in private hands, such as the Maynard Dish made in 1736 and the extraordinary Turtle Tureen of 1750, and many works that have never before been on public view. The display will explore several aspects of de Lamerie’s career including his patrons, the evolution of his style, and the complex organisation of his highly successful business. 

In the first half of the 18th-century, London was a centre for the production of luxury goods and de Lamerie’s pieces set the standard for luxury and fine craftsmanship. The popularity of coffee and tea in the 18th century gave rise to a range of specialized wares, and similarly, the introduction of new foods in the French taste required serving vessels in the latest style.

The city’s booming economy attracted skilled artisans from the Continent, many of whom, like de Lamerie, were Huguenots, French Protestants fleeing persecution. De Lamerie’s mark appears on numerous objects of silver, ranging from candelabra to complete dinner services. Some of the most innovative objects of the period were created by anonymous artisans who worked for established makers like de Lamerie. The display will include eleven pieces marked by de Lamerie’s contemporaries, some of whom probably shared his suppliers.

The display will also address de Lamerie’s relationships with his patrons and encourage visitors to closely examine his adventurous style and artistic invention. 

Memphis Brooks Museum of Art Director Kaywin Feldman said, "We are thrilled to announce this tour of important works by Georgian England's most significant silversmith. The list of prestigious museums hosting the display is an indication of the significance of the show. Beyond the Maker's Mark is an example of The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art's commitment to excellence in all of our programs and exhibitions. I am extremely grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cahn for lending their renowned collection of Paul de Lamerie silver."

V&A Director Mark Jones said: “I am delighted that this display will come to the V&A. 
Paul de Lamerie was both a great silversmith who used the most innovative suppliers in the trade to produce astonishingly spectacular rococo silver and a successful businessman. The Cahn collection is outstanding and its highlights will be seen within the context of the V&A's silver collection, including masterpieces by De Lamerie, on permanent display in other galleries”.
NOTES TO EDITORS
Beyond the Maker’s Mark: Paul de Lamerie Silver in the Cahn Collection (6 November 2006 – 21 January 2007) will open at the V&A in Gallery 117. Admission is free 

From London, the collection will travel to The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, Tennessee (Spring 2007), the Saint Louis Art Museum (Autumn 2007) and the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney, Australia (Spring 2008).

A fully illustrated colour catalogue by curator Ellenor M. Alcorn with a foreword by Tessa Murdoch will accompany the display.

There will be a programme of lectures and gallery talks to accompany the display in London including an evening lecture by guest curator Ellenor Alcorn at the V&A on Wednesday 8 November 2006, gallery talks by Tessa Murdoch on 19 November 2006 and 10 December 2006 and a V&A symposium devoted to International Huguenot silver on 13 January 2007 which has been generously sponsored by the Cahn family in honour of Paul Cahn. This symposium  Beyond the Border: Huguenot Goldsmiths in Northern Europe and North America has attracted distinguished speakers from Berlin, The Hague, Paris, London, Cork, New York and Philadelphia. Further information about the exhibition, publication and symposium is available on the V&A website www.vam.ac.uk.

The exhibition is organized and circulated by the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, and made possible by the Cahn Family Foundation, with additional support from FedEX Corporation.
For public enquiries call 020 7942 2000 or visit www.vam.ac.uk.
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