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November 2006

The V&A Museum of Childhood unveils its £4.7m transformation

The V&A Museum of Childhood has reopened to the public following a year’s closure and the completion of an extensive transformation of its 130-year-old home.  The Museum raised £4.7m for the project, with £3.5m coming from the Heritage Lottery Fund. Author Jacqueline Wilson – the Children’s Laureate – officially opened the Museum on Saturday 9 December.

Alongside a stunning new entrance and gallery space, the ambitious redevelopments have restored the home of the UK’s most important collection of childhood objects to its former Victorian glory, fully updated the galleries and displays, expanded educational spaces and made the Museum fully accessible to all visitors. The Museum now includes:


· A welcoming new entrance which will ease congestion at peak times, designed to complement the building’s existing architecture using red marbles and granites in a decorative pattern

· A new 85m2 gallery located within the foyer, dedicated to displaying artwork and installations from the Museum's community programme

· A new learning centre which will double the capacity for school groups and create a designated space for community art and craft workshops. Over 40,000 schoolchildren visit the Museum every year

· New displays on the mezzanine galleries, updating the galleries in line with the top floor, around the themes of Creativity and Moving toys

· Construction of a lift so that all levels of the Museum are fully accessible

· Re-configuration of the north basement to create improved lunchroom, cloakroom and toilet facilities
 

Working with acclaimed architects Caruso St John – shortlisted for this year’s RIBA Stirling Prize – the first phase of this “masterplan” was completed in April 2003, following which visitor numbers rose 25% higher than they were before the project began. Diane Lees, Director of the Museum, said: 

"With our state-of-the-art visitor facilities, outstanding building and magnificent galleries, we are now in the proud position of being able to give all of our visitors the engaging and enjoyable Museum experience they deserve. Visitors have been at the very core of this project, their needs informing us each step of the way, and our wish is that their visit to the V&A Museum of Childhood will become a day out to remember."
The Museum reopened with the exhibition Happy Birthday Miffy! A Celebration of the Work of Dick Bruna (9 December 2006 – 18 March 2007). This retrospective show is one of the year’s most anticipated family art exhibitions and celebrates the 50th anniversary of the hugely popular children’s character Miffy alongside the work of her creator and illustrator, Dick Bruna.

Bethnal Green Illuminations – a site-specific display of illuminated chandeliers created by groups from local schools, colleges and community projects – is on display in the new Front Room Gallery, literally lighting up the Museum following the period of darkness during redevelopment (until May 2007). The pieces make reference to Dale Chihuly's glass chandeliers, patterns in nature and chandeliers in the dolls house collection. 

Carole Souter, Director of the Heritage Lottery Fund who provided the Museum with £3.5m towards the cost of the project, said: 

"The Museum has been enormously popular with generations of children and adults alike which is why the Heritage Lottery Fund has been so keen to support its transformation.  This precious 130-year-old building is now revitalised and has become a wonderful and engaging 21st-century museum. I'm sure that thousands of visitors will once more be enchanted by its exhibits for many years to come." 
Staff-led free activities will be held every day for both schools and families and direct teaching sessions will begin again in the spring term.
Forthcoming exhibitions include:


· Picasso: Histoire Naturelle (31 March – 15 June 2007) 
A series of 31 prints, considered to be among Picasso's most important graphic productions, of animals, birds, and insects.


· Feel the Force (28 July – 11 November 2007) 
A touring exhibition exploring the forces of nature, many of which are used within the Museum's moving toys collection. 


· Lost in Space (24 November 2007 – June 2008) 
A major exhibition exploring people's age-old fascination with space.  
www.museumofchildhood.org.uk 

For further information please contact Benjamin Ward at Brunswick Arts on 
+44 (0) 20 7936 1297 or bward@brunswickgroup.com 

To contact the Museum directly: Joanna Bolitho/Kate Bines on +44 (0) 20 8983 5219/5227, j.bolitho@vam.ac.uk or k.bines@vam.ac.uk 

NOTES TO EDITORS:

· The V&A Museum of Childhood, Cambridge Heath Road, London E2 9PA. Admission free. Nearest tube: Bethnal Green. Open: 10.00 – 17.45. 24 hour information: 020 8980 2415 Switchboard: 020 8983 5200. www.museumofchildhood.org.uk 


· The Museum was officially opened in 1872. However it wasn't until 1974 that the Museum was officially dedicated to the subject of childhood. The V&A's collections of children's costume, books, nursery items, art and furniture were relocated and redisplayed in Bethnal Green, alongside the Museum's existing toy collection.

· The Museum of Childhood is part of the V&A and houses a world famous collection of dolls and dolls’ houses, games, puppets, toys, children’s costume and furniture. The Museum explores the history of childhood from the sixteenth century to the present day, so there is something of interest for everyone. Not only that, but there are lots of interactive areas, which are great for encouraging children to engage with the exhibits and help them learn about childhood in the past and in different parts of the world.
· The Heritage Lottery Fund has provided £3.5m of funding for this project. HLF enables communities to celebrate, look after and learn more about our diverse heritage. From our great museums and historic buildings to local parks and beauty spots or recording and celebrating traditions, customs and history, HLF grants open up our nation’s heritage for everyone to enjoy. It has supported more than 18,000 projects, allocating £3.5billion across the UK.  Website: www.hlf.org.uk.  For further information, please contact Katie Owen, HLF press office, on +44 (0) 20 7591 6036/+44 (0) 7973 613 820. 

· Caruso St John Architects – Adam Caruso and Peter St John established their practice in 1990, and have since gained an international reputation for excellence in designing contemporary projects in the public realm. The practice is best known for the New Art Gallery in Walsall, a commission won in an international competition in 1995. In 2004, the agency completed the new Gagosian Gallery in Britannia Street, Kings Cross, and are working in Nottingham on the new Centre for Contemporary Art, due to open in 2008. Their sensitivity to the installation of a wide range of art has also led to invitations to design exhibitions at a number of leading institutions, including the Hayward Gallery, Tate Britain, Tate Modern, the Cartier Foundation in Paris, the Pitti Palace in Florence, and the Kunsthaus Bregenz. The practice is also working on a wide range of project types, including schools, housing, speculative and owner-occupied office buildings, and public spaces. 

Caruso St John is based in a former factory in east London. New commissions include a £25m Culture Centre in the Swiss town of Ascona – won earlier this year through an international competition, and the creation of new gallery spaces for the National Gallery in London. 
· ‘Happy Birthday Miffy! A Celebration of the Work of Dick Bruna’ has been developed by Seven Stories, the Centre for Children’s Books, in collaboration with Mercis bv – managers of Dick Bruna’s publishing and international rights, and the Centraal Museum, Utrecht – keepers of the Bruna archive. For more information visit www.miffy.com.
· Diane Lees is Director of the V&A Museum of Childhood at Bethnal Green, with the specific brief to transform the Museum and create a sustainable future for this East End site, she also chairs the V&A’s UK Steering Group. Beginning as an historic buildings researcher and moving into exhibitions, education and interpretation, she has worked on some of the most challenging and exciting projects in the country, including the rescue and relocation of a hat block manufacturers workshop in central Manchester and the recovery and display of the Mary Rose ship in Portsmouth Harbour. She project managed the creation of the UK standard for the recording of information about museum collections (SPECTRUM) and was responsible for the creation of the only museum of law in the Country (the multi-award winning Galleries of Justice in Nottingham). She is a trustee of the Story Museum in Oxford, a trustee of Discover in East London and Vice Chair of the Association of Independent Museums and has just retired as the Institutional Vice President of the Museums Association.
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